PhD opportunity:

Improving the performance of decentralised land treatment systems
University of Waikato, Hamilton New Zealand.

We are seeking a motivated and energetic PhD student to undertake research on engineered land treatment systems for on-site and decentralised wastewater management. The research will bring together knowledge on constructed wetlands, reactive filters/ bioreactors and soil application to develop integrated treatment systems capable of advanced treatment. The work aims to develop systems appropriate to the needs of small communities and rural facilities in New Zealand, in particular the needs and aspirations of Maori (indigenous peoples of New Zealand). . 
The University of Waikato and National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA) has available a 3-year PhD fellowship for a student to examine approaches to improve the performance of decentralised land treatment systems. Preferred candidates will have strengths in at least one of biogeochemistry, hydraulic properties, and/or processes engineering integration with an MSc or BSc (hons). 
Funding for the PhD includes a 3-year scholarship of $25,000 (NZD) per annum, plus study fees and research costs. For further information or to apply, please email or send letter of application, contact details for 2 referees, and CV to: 
Professor Louis Schipper, Schipper@waikato.ac.nz, Earth and Ocean Science, Private Bag 3105, University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand. The research will be jointly supervised by Dr Chris Tanner, Principal Scientist at NIWA. 
Background on Schipper’s research team can be found at www.waiber.com. Screening of candidates starts December 2013 until position filled. 

